




































































































Psalm 101:6  I will look for trustworthy people [My eyes are on the faithful of the land] so I can live with them [ they
may dwell with me].  Only those who live innocent lives [walk in the way of blamelessness] will be my servants [serve
me].      EXB
 
The Hebrew word for faithful here is Nma (aman).  It carries with it the connotation of:  support (like the pillars of a
door), confirmation (sureness), upholding (standing firm), and nourishing (like a foster-father or foster-mother).  Noah
Webster’s 1828 dictionary defines faithfulness as: 
1.  Fidelity; loyalty; firm adherence to allegiance and duty; as the faithfulness of a subject.
2.  Truth; veracity; as the faithfulness of God.
3.  Strict adherence to injunctions, and to the duties of a station; as the faithfulness of servants or ministers.
4.  Strict performance of promises, vows or covenants; constancy in affection; as the faithfulness of a husband or wife.
 
The Bible speaks of faithfulness as being reliable, steadfast and unwavering.  It speaks of this type of faithfulness in
four ways:  as an attribute of God, as a positive characteristic of some people, as a characteristic that many people lack,
and as a gift of the Holy Spirit.  When a person walks consistently with God, in humble service to Him, he or she can be
called “faithful.”  When Nehemiah had to leave Jerusalem to return to Persia, he put Hanani and Hananiah in charge. 
The reason for his choice of these men was that they were “more faithful and God-fearing . . . than many” (Nehemiah
7:2).  Nehemiah needed men of character whom he could trust. Men who would not take bribes, who were committed to
the welfare of the people, and who would uphold the integrity of the office.  Notice that faithfulness is associated with
fearing God.  The better we truly know God, the more we will want to imitate Him (Ephesians 5:1).  Other examples of
faithfulness include Silas (1 Peter 5:8), Tychicus (Ephesians 6:21), Epaphras (Colossians 1:7), Onesimus (Colossians
4:9), and Moses (Hebrews 3:2).  Faithfulness affects every relationship we have.  The Bible says it is a gift from God. 
When we receive Christ as Lord, the Holy Spirit indwells us and brings the blessings of love, joy, peace and faithfulness
(Galatians 5:22).  The fullness of these blessings depends on walking with God and yielding to His Spirit.  We should be
faithful to read and abide by God’s Word and to seek the Lord in prayer (Psalm 1:1-2; Ephesians 6:18).  The Old
Testament taught us that “the just will live by faith” (Habakkuk 2:4).  That truth is amplified and illuminated three times
in the New Testament.  We obtain that faith, and our faithfulness, by the grace of God.  He is faithful to His children,
and by His grace you will one day hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:23).


































































































































































































































